EXAMPLE COMPONENTS

BMC PARKLET CODE AND CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

A raised base level with the adjacent sidewalk is ideal. The
base must not block drainage along the gutter (see details
1&2 pg.A1.2) and provide access panels for maintainance.

14.48.190 Parklets.
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B.

PEDESTAL BASE
Pedestal systems can be
used on uneven surfaces, and
can accommodate framed
platforms, or pavers. Base
must be level with sidewalk
with gaps compliant with
detail 1 and 2 on Sheet A1.2.

3'-6"

6'-0"

3'

-6

"

5'-8"

FRAMED BASE
A standard framed base
similiar to a deck. Members
should be a weather resistant
material like pressure treated
lumber and marine grade
plywood. Base must be level
with sidewalk with gaps
compliant with detail 1 and 2
on Sheet A1.2.

A. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Chapter, the City of Berkeley Engineering Division of the Department of Public
Works, or its successor, may approve Parklets, Benches and/or Planters in the public right-of-way (excluding Sidewalks alone, which
are subject to and governed by Section 14.48.150) as set forth in, and in compliance with, this Section.
1. No permit may be issued under this Section for any right-of-way area in front of a single parcel if there are any current violations
of this Chapter in that right-of-way area.
2. A permit for a Parklet may not be issued unless the Parklet Host is in full compliance with all applicable requirements of Title 23
and any Permit issued thereunder.
3. A permit for a Parklet may only be issued adjacent to parcels in the following zoning districts: all Commercial (C-prefixed
districts), Mixed-Use Light Industrial (MU-LI), Mixed-Use Residential (MU-R), and Mixed Manufacturing (MM).

2'-0"
OFFSET

RAMP TO GRADE
If a parklet at street grade is
desired, ADA access can be
provided with a 60”x60”
platform at sidewalk grade,
and a 1:12 sloped 36” wide
ramp. Consult regulations for
handrails and further detail.
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0 1’ 2’

4’

PARKLET SITE PLAN FOR (ADDRESS)

EXAMPLE PARKLET DIAGRAM

C.

Enclosure must be 36-42” tall at the outer edge, and a minimum of 30” above street grade at the sides.

FREESTANDING FURNITURE
PROVIDED BY APPLICANT
FREESTANDING SEATING

OPEN WALL
Open walls provide visual
permeability. They can consist
of various materials including
wood balustrades, metal
cables, metal gridded mesh
etc. Gaps in open walls
should not be over 4”. Base
must be level with sidewalk
with gaps compliant with
detail 1 and 2 on Sheet A1.2.
SOLID WALL
Solid walls can be used for
cohesion with built in
benches, planters etc. but
edges of the parklet should
mainly be visually permeable.

STREET ENCLOSURE

PLANTER
Built in planters can be used
for visual effect, and to create
division between gathering
spaces.

PARKLET SPONSOR
LOCATION

SOLID SEATING
Seating built into the parklet
allows public use when
freestanding furniture may be
removed. Benches can be
built into the perimeter walls
to use limited space
efficiently.

PARKLET BASE

PARKLET

FREESTANDING FURNITURE
PUBLIC PARKLET AND
NO SMOKING SIGNAGE

Secured furniture is permitted, unsecured furniture must be
removed after business hours.
SOLID BENCH
Solid benches could also be
detached from the enclosure
to create alcoves for group
seating.

FREESTANDING FURNITURE
Unsecured furniture must be
clearly different from business
furniture to emphasize parklet
as a public space.
SHADE STRUCTURES
Any shade structure or overhead projection must be a
minimum of 84” above the standing surface below.

BUILT IN SHADING
Shade sails, unbrellas,
retractable screens, pergolas,
etc. may be used to provide
shade, as long as they adhere
to the minimun height above.

Parklets, Benches and Planters shall fully conform to the following requirements of this subdivision:
1. Any object permitted under this Section shall leave a minimum of clear space as the Engineering Division finds necessary to
protect and enhance pedestrian or vehicle traffic for public use in and around the Parklet area, as that space is determined by the
City of Berkeley Engineering Division of the Department of Public Works, or its successor.
2. Parklets shall comply with applicable Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility standards.
3. Objects permitted under this Section shall not:
a. Unduly interfere with access by public employees and utility workers to meters, fire hydrants or other objects (street hardware) in the right-of-way;
b. Block or obstruct the view of necessary authorized traffic devices;
c. Unduly interfere with pedestrian traffic in the right-of-way, including the Sidewalk, pedestrian safety, traffic circulation, and/or
vehicular safety;
d. Be closer than 25 feet to any curb return or fire hydrant; except in such cases where the geometry of the roadway has been
designed to accommodate, or will accommodate, a parklet, as determined by City staff. City staff will be defined as the Traffic
Engineer, City Engineer, or Fire Marshal as appropriate;
e. Be affixed to any City or utility company-owned poles or appurtenances;
f. Be located in the right-of-way of a California state highway;
g. The width of the Parklet must not extend beyond six feet from the curb line, except in such cases where the geometry of the
roadway has been designed to accommodate, or will accommodate, a Parklet, as determined by City staff. City staff will be
defined as the Traffic Engineer, City Engineer, or Fire Marshal as appropriate.
4. All Parklets shall be subject to the following additional standards and requirements:
a. Parklets must remain publicly accessible and must include signage posted on site to this effect;
b. Parklet construction materials must be of high quality, durable, and suitable for public use;
c. A visible edge to the Parklet is required, which may consist of Planters, railing, or cabling. The edges should be visually
permeable;
d. The Permittee shall regularly inspect and clean the Parklet and that portion of the public sidewalk adjacent to the Parklet;
e. Access panels must be included in order to maintain the gutter and area underneath the Parklet and the design must allow for
drainage along the gutter to pass underneath the Parklet;
f. Safe hit posts and wheel stops, or approved equivalents, may be required. If Bike Parking is provided, the bike racks can be at
street grade.
5. All Benches, Furniture, and Planters within the Parklet shall be subject to the following additional standards and requirements:
a. All proposals shall comply with any design requirements adopted by the City for Benches, Planters and/or plant material;
b. All non-secured Parklet components shall be stored in a secure location on private property when not in use;
c. Any unsecured Furniture must be clearly different from the Furniture used by a Parklet Host in order to emphasize that the
Parklet is public space, as determined by City staff.

PARKLET ENCLOSURE

3
A1.2

For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
1. "Bench" means a seat designed for two or more persons.
2. "Bike Parking" means a location with bike racks intended for the secure parking of bicycles.
3. "Furniture" means amenities such as but not limited to tables, chairs, benches, and other equipment that facilitates the stationary
use of public space.
4. "Parklet" means a platform or similar level surface extending into the public right-of-way with amenities such as but not limited to
tables and/or chairs (including Benches), Bike Parking, and umbrellas, designated as public space, located in or on the public
right-of-way or resting on, or projecting into, the sidewalk and parking area, which are not physically or structurally attached to a
building, retaining wall or fence.
5. "Planter" means a container that is designed or used for growing plants.
6. "Sidewalk" has the same meaning as set forth in Section 1.04.010(18).
7. "Sponsoring Business," "Host," "Permit Holder" or "Permittee" means, and is limited to, any establishment engaged in insuring
and caring for the Parklet as set forth in the Parklet maintenance agreement.
8. "Transit Stop" means an AC Transit bus stop, UC Berkeley bus stop, a paratransit bus stop, Bay Area Rapid Transit station
entrance, or another public transit provider.

D.

SIDELL PAKRAVAN
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* This document is intended to provide a guideline
for parklet construction. Sidell Pakravan is not
responsible for ensuring conformity with these
guidelines, specifying means and methods for
construction, or providing construction
administration services.
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DATE

ISSUE

All permits issued under this Section shall be subject to the following conditions:
1. The Permittee shall be responsible for, and exercise reasonable care in the inspection, maintenance, and cleanliness of the area
affected by any object(s) permitted by this Section, including any design requirements hereafter enacted, from the building frontage
to the right-of-way, including the Parklet area.
2. The Permittee shall restrict any objects permitted under this Section to the approved location(s) and configuration, ensure compliance with all applicable laws, and the number and configuration of Benches, Furniture and Planters and overall square footage
of the Parklet shall not be modified without prior approval of the Public Works Department.
3. When any objects permitted under this Section are found to be in conflict with existing or proposed facilities or improvements
owned, maintained, or operated by the City, or any existing or proposed City design plans, those objects shall, upon written
demand of the City Manager or their designee, be removed or relocated in such a way as to eliminate the conflict, at the sole
expense of the Permittee. Should the Permittee fail to comply with said written demand within a reasonable period of time, the City
may cause such relocation of the placement at the expense of the Permittee. Any such non-compliance shall also be a violation of
this Section.
4. Permits issued under this Section, when under review prior to issuance, shall be posted in plain view within the sponsoring
establishment for which the permit has been issued. Public notice, permitting, and appeal for Parklets are set forth in BMC Section
16.18.060 (Permit procedure for minor encroachment) of the Berkeley Municipal Code.
5. By accepting a permit under this Section, the Permittee explicitly agrees to hold the City, its officers and employees harmless
from any liability, claims, suits or actions for any and all damages alleged to have been suffered by any person or property by
reason of the Permittee’s installation, operation, maintenance or removal of the Parklet, Benches and/or Planters.
6. Prior to permit approval, the Permittee shall demonstrate possession of liability insurance, in the amount not less than
$1,000,000, for the Parklet including any associated Benches, Planters and Furniture. Said insurance shall name the City of Berkeley as an additional insured and shall be in a form acceptable to the City Attorney.
7. The City Manager or their designee may require a performance bond to ensure Parklet removal in the event of a permit cancellation.
8. The Permittee shall monitor and control the use of the Parklet to prevent disturbance of the surrounding neighborhood.
9. A Sponsoring Business or other business is not permitted to perform table service at a Parklet or otherwise incorporate a
Parklet into its business operations.
10. Commercial signage, smoking, and advertising are prohibited at Parklets.
E. Parklets, Benches and/or Planters that are not permitted under this Section are prohibited encroachments under Chapter
16.18, and shall constitute public nuisances subject to the remedies in Chapter 1.26.
F. The City Council may by resolution establish fees and guidelines for the implementation and administration of this Section.
(Ord. 7632-NS § 1 (part), 2018: Ord. 7598-NS § 1, 2018. Formerly 14.48.300)

QUICK BUILD
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DESIGN
GUIDE
SHEET TITLE

QUICK BUILD DIY
PARKLET FOR:
(PARKLET ADDRESS)

A1.1
SHEET NO.

DETAILS

Parklet designs provided as examples and for material estimating purposes. Material esitmates will vary depending on construction method, efficient cuts etc. 15% overage is typical for material
estimates. Parklets should be weather resistant, durable and sturdy to accommodate everyday use and wear. Parklets must comply with BMC and ADA guidelines. Designs should be modified, tiled,
combined etc. to best fit available parklet space.

P1

P1 - MATERIALS REQUIRED

P1 - MATERIAL TOTAL + 15%
OVERAGE

BASE
8’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
11
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY: 3

8’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x4 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:
Handrail linear ft.

ENCLOSURE
8’ Cedar 2x4 QTY:
Handrail linear ft.

16
24’

ADA Requirements Diagram
Please indicate the following items on the site plan:
1. Parklet entry must be 48” or greater.
2. Parklet must contain a clear 60” diameter space to
allow for wheelchair 360 degree turns. The space may
overlap the curb/sidewalk up to 12”.
3. Parklet must contain a 30”x48” wheelchair resting
space that may overlap the turning space by 24” max.
4. An accessible path of travel through the parklet
must be provided. Once on the parklet deck it must be
36” wide minimum.
5. If there is any fixed seating in the parklet design it
must provide one shoulder-to-shoulder seat for a
wheelchair user companion.
6. If tables, counters, drink rails etc. are provided at
least one of each feature should be wheelchair accessible, with top of surface 28-34” above deck, and knee
clearance at least 27” tall, 30” wide, and 19” deep.
7. For ramps, a 60”x60” platform must be provided.
The ramp must slope at 1:12 (4.8 degrees) for example, 6’ long to decend 6”. The ramp must have a
minimum 36” clear width. Hand rails between 34-38”
required on both sides.

5'-8" total

13
19
3
28

4'-0" min req’d

12"

ADA ACCESS RAMP
FOR STREET GRADE
PARKLETS OF ANY
SIZE. MUST HAVE 60”
x60” PLATFORM AND
RAMP TO STREET LVL
AT 1:12 SLOPEper
ADA.

+ Fasteners, bolts, sidewalk
threshold, paint/ finish.

60"
3'-0"

APPROVED STREET
BARRIERS. MUST BE
30” MINIMUM IN
HEIGHT
HANDRAILS MUST BE
ADA COMPLIANT,
SEE DETAIL 4, A1.2

P2 - MATERIALS REQUIRED

NON- REMOVABLE
PURCHASED SIDE
BUFFER, PLANTER,
BENCH ETC. MUST
REACH 30” ABOVE
STREET-GRADE.
BY OWNER, NOT IN
MATERIAL ESTIMATE.

P2

BASE
4
10’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
15
8’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY: 5
ENCLOSURE
10’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x4 QTY:
4’ Cedar 2x2 QTY:
8’ Cedar 4x4 QTY:

2
8
42
3

18'-0"

P3 - MATERIALS REQUIRED
6'-0"

P3

BASE
10’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
4
8’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
15
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY: 5
ENCLOSURE
10’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x4 QTY:
Railing Cable QTY:

2
2
12
320’

P2 - MATERIAL TOTAL + 15%
OVERAGE
10’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x4 QTY:
4‘ 2x2 QTY:
8’ 4x4 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:

7
17
9
48
4
5

+ 2 Side Buffers, Fasteners,
bolts, sidewalk threshold, paint/
finish.

10’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x4 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:
Railing Cable QTY:

ADA requirements summarized above, consult full
requirements prior to completing parklet design.

6”x6” CLEAR
OPENING REQUIRED
ALONG CURB FOR
WATER DRAINAGE.

1/2" MAX GAP
ALLOWED

STRUCTURAL
SUPPORT AS
NECESSARY

P3 - MATERIAL TOTAL + 15%
OVERAGE

SIDELL PAKRAVAN
ARCHITECTS

DRAINAGE GRATE
WITH ACCESS
PANELS FOR
MAINTAINANCE

6”x6” CLEAR
OPENING REQUIRED
ALONG CURB FOR
WATER DRAINAGE.

GAPS LARGER THAN
1/2” MUST BE
SPANNED
HEIGHT DIFFERENCE
GREATER THAN 1/4”
MUST BE RAMPED
AT 1:4 SLOPE

STRUCTURAL
SUPPORT AS
NECESSARY

DECK SURFACE AND CURB
MUST BE FLUSH WITHIN 1/4”

7
20
14
5
368’

6”x12”

+ Fasteners, bolts, sidewalk
threshold, paint/ finish.

sidellpakravan.com
info@sidellpakravan.com
* This document is intended to provide a guideline
for parklet construction. Sidell Pakravan is not
responsible for ensuring conformity with these
guidelines, specifying means and methods for
construction, or providing construction
administration services.
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READY-MADE PARKLET EXAMPLE PLANS AND MATERIAL ESTIMATES

6”x12”
DATE

CLEAR
OPENING OR PIPE

(E) CURB

(E) SIDEWALK

(E) CURB

CLEAR
OPENING OR PIPE

ISSUE

(E) SIDEWALK

18'-0"

P4 - MATERIALS REQUIRED

6'-0"

P4

BASE
10’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
4
8’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
15
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY: 5
ENCLOSURE
10’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x4 QTY:
4’ Cedar 2x2 QTY:
8’ Cedar 4x4 QTY:

2
2
8
42
5

P4 - MATERIAL TOTAL + 15%
OVERAGE
10’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x4 QTY:
4‘ 2x2 QTY:
8’ 4x4 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:

7
20
14
76
6
5

+ Fasteners, bolts, sidewalk
threshold, paint/ finish.

P5 - MATERIALS REQUIRED
BASE
10’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
4
8’ Painted 2x6 QTY:
15
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY: 4
ENCLOSURE
10’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x6 QTY:
8’ Cedar 2x4 QTY:
Railing Cable QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:
18'-0"

6'-0"

1
3
26
210’
6

P5 - MATERIAL TOTAL + 15%
OVERAGE
10’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x6 QTY:
8’ 2x4 QTY:
4x8 Marine grade plywood QTY:
Railing Cable QTY:

NOT TO SCALE

TYPICAL PARKLET EDGE FOR UNEVEN
CONNECTION TO (E) CURB

2

NOT TO SCALE

QUICK BUILD
PARKLET
DESIGN
GUIDE

STANDARD WASHER,
BETWEEN NUT AND
SEAT
SCREWS PER CONNECTOR DOCUMENTATION.
METAL CONNECTOR,
SIMPSON
STRONG-TIE OR SIM.

114” TO 112”
112”

HANDRAIL TO BE
1-1/2” TO 1-1/2” IN
DIAMETER

2"

P5

4x4 ENCLOSURE
POST

1/2” DIAMETER
MACHINE BOLTS OR
THREADED RODS
WITH WASHERS.

18'-0"

6'-0"

1

TYPICAL PARKLET EDGE FOR LEVEL
CONNECTION TO (E) CURB

6
21
30
11
242’

SHEET TITLE

HANDRAIL BRACING

QUICK BUILD DIY
PARKLET FOR:

WALL OR BRACING
FOR HANDRAIL

+ Fasteners, bolts, sidewalk
threshold, paint/ finish.

(PARKLET ADDRESS)

3

TYPICAL PARKLET ENCLOSURE TO
BASE CONNECTION

NOT TO SCALE

4

HANDRAILS

NOT TO SCALE

A1.2
SHEET NO.

PROPOSED SITE PLAN
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* This document is intended to provide a guideline
for parklet construction. Sidell Pakravan is not
responsible for ensuring conformity with these
guidelines, specifying means and methods for
construction, or providing construction
administration services.

1’
SITE PLAN INSTRUCTIONS:

PARKLET DESIGN GUIDELINES:

PROJECT DATA:

Please indicate the following items on the site plan:
1. Parklet dimensions
2. Existing Sidewalk width
3. Parklet entry points and proposed width
4. Path of travel proposed widths
5. Proposed furniture layout to comply with 6’ minimum
distancing and additional health department requirements.
6. Any street features including: meters, fire hydrants, curb
returns, utility poles, trees, nearby bike parking, nearby bike
lanes, curb color if applicable etc. in the public right-of-way.
7. Any Utility Access Panels, such as storm drains with in parklet
footprint
8. Transit stops
9. The sponsoring business location, and addresses of adjacent
businesses.
10. ADA compliance per diagram provided
11. Ensure corner locations meet site visibility requirements by
consulting with City staff.

1. The parklet may be up to 6’ deep, or larger in such cases
where the geometry of the roadway has been designed to
accommodate it. Typical length is one or two parking spaces, or
the length of the sponsoring business’s frontage. For businesses
wishing to expand the length further, this may be possible with
the consent of adjacent businesses and subsequent permit
approval. Consider street and parking geometry in the proposed
location to propose depth, perpendicular or diagonal parking may
allow deeper parklets, and communicate with your neighbors to
expand your parklet’s length.
2. The parklet cannot obstruct the path of travel on the sidewalk,
or block access to any street features such as fire hydrants.
3. The parklet should be easily accessible from the sidewalk, and
visually permeable from the street while maintaining a clear
enclosure separating it from the street.
4. The parklet must be ADA accessible, and provide equivalent
facilities, conforming with the city regulations, summarized in the
diagram and details here.
5. The parklet layout must adhere to the latest COVID-19
regulations applicable and be updated as the regulations change.
Consult the Berkeley Health Department for the latest
regulations.

SPONSORING BUSINESS:
SPONSORING BUSINESS ADDRESS:

0 6” 1’

DATE

ISSUE

2’

PARKLET SITE PLAN FOR

SPONSORING BUSINESS CONTACT NAME:
PHONE NUMBER
EMAIL
SITE DATA:
NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES PARKLET OCCUPIES OR DIMENSIONS:
REQUIRED DATA
REQUIRED DATA
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QUICK BUILD DIY
PARKLET FOR:
(PARKLET ADDRESS)
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